Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

PILTON PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contral, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1, W vy gt i place srrangements for effecties fimancial
managament during the yasr, and for tho prapacation of
ther agcounting stitements

e ifs accourting stalerments in accorimnce
wilh thie Accaunts ard Auit Regulations

2, 'Wa mainained an adequaie system of intemal conirol
Including measures deskgned 1o prevent and detect iraud
and corruption and reviewed i1s elfeclivensss,

made propar arrangements and accepled esponsibiily
for safaguarding the pubiic manay and resources in
fia charge.

3, We ook all reascnable steps 1o assure ourselves
that there sro no matters of actual or potertial
non-compllance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financlal effect
on e abllity of this authority b canduct ite
business or managa ils inances.

hirs anly done whal i haa the legal power fo do and has
complied with Proper Prachices in dolng so.

4, We provided propasr apportunity during the year for
fhe axarcise of alactors’ fge in accordanca with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

during th year gava all parsons inferested e opportunity fo
Inspect and ask guestions about this authonly's accounts

5. We carrled oul an assessmaent of tha risks facing this
authofity and took appropdste steps (o manage those
risks, including the Intreduction of ntermal controls andion
axtirnal insurance cover where required

congicharod and docurmanted the Rnancial and other risks i
faces aind danll wih tham property

8. We malmained ihroughoul the yesr an adequate and
affective system of inteonal pudit of the accaunting
records and control systems.

arrangod for @ compatant person, indapandent of {fre finmia
controls and procodures, 10 give an obfechive view on whether
ietarma controls meet the needs of this smaller authonty,

7. W ook appropriata action on all mallers rasad
In reporis fromm Internal and extemal audil.

FRAPONINT [0 MaNers Broughi o s atienion by wntemoal and
mirnal s,

A. 'We contidonad whather any itigation, liablities or
commilments, avents or transaclions, occurring eithed
during ar aflar the year-and, have a financial iImpact on
this authority and, whase appropriata, have included them
I e accounting stalomants.

8, (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitabla. [n our capacily a4 the sola managing
frustor wa dischamged our accourability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assots, including
financial reporting and, if reguired, ndependent
axamination or audit

disclosed sverything if shoukd have aboul Hs business sctivity
during the year Including events laking place afler ihe year
ond if relevant

has mat &l of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, I is a sole managing rustee of & local
trusd or trusis

X

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheetls must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

Thig Annual Governance Statemen! was approved at a
meating of the authorty on:

,—5 ﬂ bu..n.’-— Qe 2.4

and recorded as minute relerence:

Ube

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meating whare
approval was given;

= T

https:/iwww.piltonparishcouncil.org/financial-information
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

PILTON PARISH COUNCIL

Tolal balances and resenves al the beginning of the year

1. Balances brought

forward 19,197 18,062 as recordad in the financial records. Value must agree o
Box T of previous year.

2, (+) Pracept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Lavies 14,000 17,100 recalved or recalvabile n the year, Exclude any granis

racalvad.

3, (+) Tolal other recelpls Tota! income or recelpts as recorded in the cashbook less

1,084 1,292 the pracepl or ratesdavies received (lne 2}, Include any
grants received

4, (=) Staff costs Total expéenditure or paymants made lo and on behalf

of all employeas, Include gross salanes and wages,
7,978 10,963 amployers Ni coniribulions, amployars pansion
contribulions. grafulties and savaerance paymenis

8. (<) Loan intarast/capital Total axpenditure or paymants of capital and intarest
rapaymeanis 0 0 made during the year on the authorily s borrowings (if any),

6. (-] All other payments Total expanditure or payments as recorded in the cagsh-

B,241 15,081 book less slalf costs (line 4) and foan inferest/capital
rapaymants (fne 5).

7. (=) Balancos carriad Total balances and reserves al the end of the year, Must
lorward 18,062 10,410 | squal (1+2+3) - (4+5+8),

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accownts, cash
short term investmenis 18,062 10,410 holdings and short term Investiments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the propery the authorly owns = If is mada
long term Investments 26,070 26,070 up of all s fixed assets and fong lerm fnvesimenis a5 at
and assaly 31 March,

10, Tolal borrowings The owstanding capital balance as al 31 March of all loans

0 0 | from third parties (including PWLB).
Faor Local Cauncils Qnly
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, as & body corporate, acts as sole frustee and
(including charitabla) LI (s responsible for managing Trust funds or assets
11b, Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting statements above
(Including charitabla) axclude any Trusl frangaclions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Staterments in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Ralurn have been prepared on sithar a receipts and payments
or Income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Govemnance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Gulde lo Proper Praclices and presant fairly
the financial pasition of this autharity,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer befere being
presanted %;th?u ZW

25 3wt 2o2t

Date

I confirm that these Accounting Stalemeanis were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minule reference;

i

¥ of the maating whara tha Accounting
e approved
=y
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Pilton Parish Council - SO0219

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2024; however, we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line with statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any
qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /),(f YA //(/;,A Ve 7 Date 27/09/2024
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PKF

Page 1 of 1
Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of

Pilton Parish Council SO0219

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On 27 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’'s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2024. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from our review, thus we have not reviewed any evidence to support the
prior year comparatives on the AGAR.

The smaller authority has not provided an adequate explanation for the variance between the prior and current year values
in Box 2 of Section 2.

External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024.

PRE Lt Gyt LLP

PKF Littlejohn LLP

30/09/2024
PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names is available at the address below. PKF Littlejohn LLP is a limited E14 4HD
liability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office at 15 Westferry Circus, London E14 4HD. PKF
Littlejohn LLP is a member of PKF Global, the network of member firms of PKF International Limited, each of which is a separate and T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

independent legal entity and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or
correspondent firm(s). www.pkf-l.com



